The Royalist Capital

brilliant of the minor feats of arms that occurred during
the war. Charles, on his return, appointed him
Governor of Oxford, in place of Sir Arthur Aston,
who had broken his leg. Gage, who is buried in the
Cathedral, was killed shortly afterwards at Culham
Bridge in an attempt to surprise Abingdon.

In the spring of 1645 Oliver Cromwell appeared in
the parts about  Oxford.    He was in  command of
some cavalry, and the object of his movements,  in
conjunction   with   those   of   Sir   Thomas   Fairfax,
was to prevent Prince Maurice from removing heavy
guns from  Oxford   to   Hereford,  and   thereby   to
disarrange   Charles'   plan   for   an   early   campaign.
Cromwell routed Northampton at Islip.    A party of
the defeated  Cavaliers  took  refuge at  Bletchington
House.    Cromwell called upon the governor, Winde-
banke, to surrender.    Deceived by the sheer audacity
of the demand, and moved, it is said, by the timorous
entreaties of a party of ladies from Oxford whom he
was entertaining at Bletchington, he yielded.   Winde-
banke   paid   dearly   for   his   weakness.      He   was
shot in the Castle garden on his return to Oxford.
Cromwell  swept  round  the  city  and  defeated   Sir
Henry Vaughan at Bampton.    The Parliamentarians
had now achieved their object.   They moved away from
Oxford.    In a few weeks they were back again, and
the new fortifications of the city were at length put
to the test*   The siege was heralded by the appearance
of some scattered horse near Cowley on I9th May.
Thence they, with other horse and foot, passed over
Bullingdon Green to Marston, and showed themselves
on Headington Hill.    On the 22nd Fairfax sat down
before Oxford.    He threw up a breastwork on the
east side of Cherwell, and constructed a bridge near
Marston,  across  which  he  passed  some  regiments.
Cromwell  was commanding at Wytham and Major
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